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EDUCATION

Ng Kang-chung

ke.ng@scmp.com

A top liberal arts institution that
supplies talent for Hong Kong
businesses has won government
approval to become a private
university.

Officials announced yesterday
that the Chief Executive in
Council had approved an
application from Hang Seng
Management College to change
its name to Hang Seng University
of Hong Kong.

The city will now have 11
degree-awarding post-secondary
institutions classified as universi-
ties. Of these, eight are funded by
the government through the
University Grants Committee.

The college evolved from the
Hang Seng School of Commerce,
which was founded in 1980 with
funding from the S H Ho Founda-
tion, several Hang Seng Bank
founding directors, and Hang
Seng Bank.

It is a leading provider of

SCMP 20184E10H31H

post-secondary programmes in
business and related areas.

Professional Teachers’ Union
president Fung Wai-wah said the
government’s decision showedits
determination to keep develop-
ing the city into an international
financial centre.

“The upgrade will equip Hong
Kong with more talents,” Fung

said, noting local young people
would “nowhave another choice”
in studying business and related
programmes. “Hang Seng will be
able to provide more resources
and highlight its connection and
links within the industry.”

The school was last restruc-
tured in response to then chief
executive Donald Tsang Yam-

Héng g anagement College s inShaTin. ﬁhoto: Dickson Lee

kuen’s 2009 policy address, which
highlighted the growing signifi-
cance of quality private universi-
ties. The Hang Seng School of
Commerce became Hang Seng
Management College in 2010.

At present the college is a
non-profit, private umversny—
level institution registered under
the Post Secondary Colleges
Ordinance. It offers programmes
atthe bachelor’slevel and higher.

About 5,000 students are
enrolled in its five schaols:
business; communication; deci-
sion sciences; humanities and
social science; and translation.

Education sector lawmaker Ip
Kin-yuen said the move would
boost the development of higher
education in Hong Kong

“Itadds diversity to the educa-
tion system,” Ip said, noting that
Hang Seng is known for its
courses in business management
and humanities.

The upgrading of Hang Seng’s
status followed an institutional
review of the college last year by
the Hong Kong Council for
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College wins go-ahead to be Hang Seng University

Accreditation of Academic and
Vocational Qualifications. Chu
Hai College of Higher Education
had also applied to be upgraded.

Hang Seng will be the second
private university in Hong Kong
after Shue Yan, which was
established in 2006.

“This is a recognition of our
college’s academic status and
development,” said Li Cheung-
kuk, president of the college s
student union.

_ He said he hoped the college
could retain its liberal education
tradition and small class sizes.

‘In a statement, the college
expressed its gratitude to the
Hong Kong government and
“many different stakeholders for
theirrecognition”.

Louisa Cheang Wai-wan,
chairwoman of the college’s
board of governors, said it was
“delighted” by the government’s
decision. She added the school
sought to become “a leading
private liberal arts-oriented

- university in the region’

Additional reporting by Rac.hel Leung
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New uni sets internship lure

Sophie Hui

Every student will be presented with an
internship opportunity, the Hang Seng
University of Hong Kong vowed yester-
day after it was granted university status.

On Tuesday, the Chief Executive in
Council approved the upgrade of Hang
Seng Management College to a private
university.

Thenewuniversity talkedaboutits five-
year development plan yesterday.

President Simon Ho Shun-man said the
university aims to become the first institu-
tion in the SAR to offer internship oppor-
tunities to all of its students.

The university will also establishanew
school that integrates art, design, technol-
ogy and management.

Ho said the university will also
have new programs, such as courses on
Southeast Asian languages and cultures.

Unlike other publicly funded universi-
ties, Hang Seng University will focus on
undergraduate education. The number of
postgraduate students will not be more than
20 percent of the total students.

The university will also implement
smaller classes, with no more than 22 stu-
dentsinaclass.

The institution is charging a tuition fee
of HK$80,000 a year, and Ho said the uni-
versity has no plans to increase the tuition
fee significantly.

It will consider students’ affordability,
and adjust its fee according to inflation or
whenitneedstomake aspecial investment.

“It is cheaper than many international

kindergartens and international primary
schools,” he said.

Ho added that with the government’s
HK$30,000 subsidy on self-financed
degree courses, its tuition fees are similar
to universities that are publicly funded

“We understand that many students in
Hong Kongare from middle and grassroots
levels, and we will not make them lose the
chance of studying high-quality bachelor
degrees,” he said.

“Although our tuition fee is higher than
publicly funded universities, it is still much

lower than the unit costs.”
The university has about 5,000 students
spread across five schools—business, com-

11451

the number of students to about 6,000 in
the future.

College Council chairman Moses
Cheng Mo-chi said the university will not
only look at students’ academic results for

dmission, but also their character and

munication, decision sciences, humanities
& social science, and translation. Ho said
the university will be looking to increase

attitude.
Meanwhile, Tsui Lap-chee, a mem-
ber of the board of governors of Chu Hai

Raymond Ch'ien,
chairman of Hang
Seng Bank; left, and
Simon Ho announce
the development
plan.

SINGTAQ

College of Higher Education, said the col-
lege is working toward obtaining university
status. He said it will be helpful if there is
another university in the city to enhance
students’ knowledge.

However, he said with Hong Kong
being a knowledge-based economy, the
SAR cannot make all universities private.
sophie.hui@singtaonewscorp.com
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New university vows to keép fees under control

Managers tout Hang Seng’s advantages and say they will put students first 2™ e sere Uiy siong e

Rachel Leung
rachel.leung@scmp.com

The new Hang Seng University of
Hong Kong would not raise
tuition fees significantly in the
near future after it was promoted
from a college, senior managers
said yesterday.

“We will continue to put our
students first. We understand that
some of them come from less well
off families and we do not want to
strip them of their chances,”
university president Professor
Simon Ho Shun-man said.

However, Ho admitted there
would be some adjustmentto fees
inline with inflation.

“We tryto break even year-on-
year and can guarantee we will

not transfer the costs and
expenses of the school onto our
students,” Ho said. “But, of
course, sincewearenotfunded by
the government we will charge
just slightly more than [publicly
funded] universities.”

He said it currently charged
about HK$80,000 a year and
future prospective students
would pay a similaramount.

The city now has 11 degree-
awarding post-secondary institu-
tions classified as universities,
which also provide business and
financial programmes.

The school’s council chair-
man, Dr Moses Cheng Mo-chi,
said Hang Seng still held an ad-
vantage over the others because
of its connections with the busi-
ness community.

“Besides those from the aca-
demic arena, the management of
our university also comes from
the business field so they are very

close to what industries need,”

Chengsaid.- . -
“That can be reflected into the
design of our curriculum. [Many
businessleaders] will give lectures
to bring in what is really happen-
ingin the business community.”

Theschoolalso promised tobe
flexible on admissions.

“We look beyond the candi-
dates’ gradesand Diploma of Sec-
ondary Education examination
scores. [We look at their whole]
portfolio,” Ho said.

“The change starts from us.
Wewantto turn around the exam-
oriented culture. As long as the
students are able to prove they’re

(second
Simon Ho (third left) at the media
launch. Photo: Felix Wong

We guarantee we
will not transfer
the costs and
expenses onto
our students

SIMON HO, UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

fit for this school during inter-
views, that they are passionate
and courageous, we will notstress
aboutscores.”

When asked about academic
freedom and autonomy, Ho said
the school respected students’
voices but that they must speak or

-actin alawful matter and not

disrespectothers.

“Just like if it's my birthday, I
would not sing Happy Birthdayin
the middle of a lecture because
thatwill cause a scene and disturb
classmates,” he said.

Ho did not address how the
schoolwould handle the matter of
Hong Kong independence if it
arose on campus.

The school will present ts first
batch of Hang Seng University
graduates in 2019, while alumni
would get a letter proving the
school had upgraded to the status
of university.
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