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Professor Richard Wong is a distinguished applied
microeconomist, devoted educationist, eminent
institutional builder and long-serving contributor
to public policy.

Few individuals have made such distinguished
contributions in scholarship, in higher education
leadership, and in public service. For more than
five decades, Professor Wong has exemplified the
highest ideals of academic excellence, institutional
leadership, and commitment to society. His
celebrated career demonstrates the profound
impact that a scholar can achieve within and
beyond academia; in public policy and in
community advancement. This life-long
commitment reflects Professor Wong’s deep
affection for Hong Kong. He once said, “l came to
Hong Kong when | was two years old; since then,
my heart has always been with Hong Kong.”

Educated at the University of Chicago, Professor
Wong is widely recognised as one of Hong Kong's
most respected applied microeconomists. His
research has addressed many of the city's
structural and pressing economic and social
challenges, including labour markets, housing,
poverty, social mobility, ageing, regional
development, and Hong Kong’s resilience.
Distinguished in both analytical rigour and
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practical relevance, his work appears in
multi-facet forms. It leads scholarly exploration,
sharpens intellectual insights and enriches policy
discussion. Collectively his contributions bridge
academic inquiries and public policy, leaving a
profound impact on Hong Kong's advancement.

Professor Wong's scholarly influence extends far
beyond academic publications. Through books,
policy reports, newspaper commentaries, and
public engagement, he has enriched
understanding of complex economic and social
issues. He also pioneered in building think tanks
including the Hong Kong Centre for Economic
Research and the Hong Kong Institute of
Economics and Business Strategy, institutions that
have continuously generated evidence-based
insights for policymakers, business leaders, and
the wider community. His contributions to policy
research and public discourse have earned
international honours, including the Sir Antony
Fisher International Memorial Award.

Alongside his scholarly achievements,
Professor Wong has made outstanding
leadership contributions to higher education.
After serving at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, he joined the University of Hong Kong in
1992 and subsequently held a series of senior
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leadership positions, including Director of the
School of Business, Founding Dean of the
Faculty of Business and Economics, and Provost
and Deputy Vice-Chancellor.

As Founding Dean, he establishes the
foundations of what has become Asia's leading
centre of business education and research.
Through his vision and leadership, he gathers the
academic talents and fosters a culture of
academic excellence and research distinction. As
Provost and Deputy Vice-Chancellor, his
institutional leadership flourishes. He is
instrumental in the University’s transformation,
strategic development and unprecedented
advancement. He has helped the University gain
its top position in Asia and its renowned global
stature of excellence.

Professor Wong has rendered distinguished
service to Hong Kong through extensive
involvement in public policy and governance. For
more than four decades, he has contributed in the
highest level of Hong Kong governance, provided
insights to different bureaus, leading and
participating in advisory bodies and many
government committees. His areas of contribution
include housing, economic development, financial
system, poverty alleviation, education, innovation
and technology. Across these areas, he has
consistently  brought intellectual insights,
analytical rigour, and practical wisdom to policy
deliberations and implementation. By translating
research insights into practical solutions, he has
helped shape policies that have contributed to
Hong Kong's economic and social progress.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to
education, housing, industry and technology
development, and public service, the HKSAR
Government awarded him the Silver Bauhinia
Star in 1999. This honour reflects the high esteem
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in which he is held by both the Government and
the wider community.

The impact of Professor Wong has also been
deeply felt at The Hang Seng University of Hong
Kong. For many years, he has generously devoted
his time, expertise, and wise counsel to the
institution. His service as a Director of Hang Seng
School of Commerce and later as a Governor of
the University reflects a longstanding
commitment to supporting higher education and
nurturing future generations of talent. Through
his leadership and encouragement, he has
contributed significantly to the University's
growth and development.

Throughout his distinguished career, Professor Wong
has demonstrated that the true measure of
impactful scholarship lies both in intellectual
achievement and service to society. As a scholar,
educational leader, institution builder, and policy
contributor, he has made enduring contributions
to Hong Kong and beyond. His life's work
embodies the scholarly ideals that universities
seek to cultivate and celebrate — wisdom,
integrity, leadership, and an unwavering
commitment to the common good.

Chairman, in recognition of his distinguished
achievements in scholarship, exemplary
leadership in higher education, outstanding public
service to Hong Kong and invaluable contributions
to The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong, | am
honoured to present Professor Richard Wong to
you for the conferment of the degree of Doctor of
Laws, honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Professor David Tse

Acting Provost and Vice-President
(Academic and Research)
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