Mrs Selina Chow, an icon of innovativeness and
visionary leadership, revolutionised Hong Kong’s
television industry with ground breaking
programmes that deeply resonated with local
audiences. Her dedication extended into nearly
five decades of distinguished public service, where
she consistently prioritised the public good over
political convenience. Mrs Chow’s courage and
commitment to the community are evident in her
landmark initiatives and political contributions,
reflecting her unwavering dedication to social

progress and the betterment of Hong Kong society.

Mrs Chow graduated with a BA in English from The
University of Hong Kong. She subsequently
pursued professional training in the United
Kingdom, obtaining a postgraduate diploma from
Rose Bruford College of Speech and Drama and a
Licentiateship in Drama (Teacher and Performer)
from the Royal Academy of Music. Her passion in
performing arts brought her to start her career in
Television Broadcasts Limited (TVB), where she
started as an assistant and rose swiftly to become
an independent producer-director. She was
remarked as the role model of Hong Kong’s first
generation of television professionals.

Being a visionary producer-director, Mrs Chow
transformed the TVB Channel “Pearl” from an
English-language channel with primarily expats as
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viewers to a popular channel that also served
local Chinese. She expanded the reach of
audiences by introducing acclaimed overseas
dramas with Chinese subtitles, reversing financial
losses and gaining critical acclaim. Trained in
the UK, she pioneered dynamic production
techniques, advancing realistic dramas like Hote/
(€JE#) ). Known for her relentless innovation —
nicknamed “EHEH” (signifying “creative ideas
daily”) — Mrs Chow emphasises creative media
programmes rooted in real-life observation and
element of surprise.

Through her innovativeness and perceptiveness,
Mrs Chow developed numerous popular drama
series, sports programmes, news, commercials,
variety shows, and talk shows, that were
first-of-its-kind yet with strong local character.
Among these were acclaimed programmes such
as Enjoy Yourself Tonight ((¥R%45 %) ), The Hui
Brothers Show ((#£%R=)), Miss Hong Kong
Pageant ((EA/\HREE) ) and A House Is Not
a Home ({Z%)). She helped develop an
advertising-funded free-to-air television model,
supplemented by the overseas sale of
programmes, which contributed to the growth
of Hong Kong’s local television industry.

Mrs Chow later on made the transition from a
creative leader in television to a public service
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leader. She served as a Member of the Executive
Council and served in both the former Legislative
Council and the Legislative Council of the HKSAR
for a total of 27 years. She also served as an
advisor to the Central Government as a member
of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference for 12 years. She
held numerous positions on public bodies,
including Chairman of the Consumer Council,
Chairman of the Hong Kong Tourism Board,
Chairman of the Quality Tourism Services
Association Committee, and member of the Hong
Kong Housing Authority, the Education
Commission, the Board of the Airport Authority
Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council. Through these roles, she
made significant contributions to Hong Kong’s
social and economic development and was
awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR
Government in 2002.

During her tenure as a public service leader, she
upheld the principles of rationality, respect and
fairness. She emphasised that legislators should
be critically constructive: speaking objectively
and rationally for their constituents and the
public, rather than seeking mere popularity.
When she saw gaps in government policies or
proposed legislation, she would voice out to the
Government for improvement. Although the
legislature contained clear differences between
political parties, Mrs Chow earned trust and
respect across the political spectrum, evidenced
by her elected role as the Chairman of House
Committee of the Legislative Council for the
2000-01 session. This demonstrated cross-camp
confidence in her impartial principle of
upholding what is right rather than favouring
one’s own side.

Mrs Chow has a strong sense of righteousness. In
1997, amidst strong opposition from local doctors
and the Government, she courageously proposed

the Medical Registration (Transitional Provisions)
Bill, which aimed to enable medical students
already studying at recognised Commonwealth
institutions to return to Hong Kong to practise
without having to sit for the licentiate
examination, as this was a promise previously
made to them. Mrs Chow stood firmly with
affected parents and medical students and
tirelessly lobbied political groups to support the
Bill. Her principled advocacy led to its passage that
provided for a grandfathering arrangement that
opened the door for the return of 1,000 doctors
trained by renowned medical institutions.

Mrs Chow regards integrity as the fundamental
standard of public service, believing that an ideal
public servant must consistently act with Hong
Kong’s best interests in mind, rather than personal
gain or loss. Extending this principle to the
younger generation, she advises them not to focus
solely on immediate rewards. Instead, she
encourages young people to reflect on whether,
decades from now, they will look back and feel
that they have achieved meaningful purposes and
served their mission.

Chairman, in recognition of Mrs Selina Chow’s
significant contributions and achievement in both
the media and public service sectors, | am
honoured to present Mrs Selina Chow to you
for the conferment of Doctor of Humanities,
honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Professor Jeanne Fu
Vice-President (Learning and Student Experience)
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