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Mrs Patricia Wong Lam Sze-wan was born and
raised in Hong Kong in a family that valued
education, integrity and service to society. She
pursued her studies in the United Kingdom,
reading Monetary Economics at the London
School of Economics and Asian Arts at the
School Studies,
University of London. Her financial training gave

of Oriental and African
her analytical rigour, while her study of art
nurtured a humanistic outlook and cultural
sensitivity, enabling her to understand both the
dynamics of the international art market and the
historical and human values embodied in art.

Particularly admirable is Mrs Wong’s early

decision to pursue a three-year unpaid
internship with Sotheby’s New York Chinese
Department in order to learn the art market
and auction profession in depth. As the only
Hong Kong Chinese native at the department
and at a time when there were virtually no
Chinese women in the field and few precedents
to follow, the experience was especially
valuable and pioneering. Without pay or
certainty about the future, she began from the
and built

capability through observation, learning and

fundamentals her professional

practice. This episode demonstrates her love of
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art, her resilience in hardship, and her courage
to give herself fully to an ideal.

Mrs Wong served Sotheby’s for more than
three decades, beginning in Private Client
Services in London and later assuming
leadership responsibilities in Asia and globally.
In 2004, she was appointed Chairman of
Sotheby’s Asia, and subsequently served as
Senior International Chairman of Sotheby’s
and Chairman of Sotheby’s Diamonds. She
witnessed and helped advance the Asian art
market onto the world

stage, expanded

collecting networks in Hong Kong and
Southeast Asia, fostered exchange between
East and West, and contributed to Hong Kong’s
standing as an international art hub. Her
leadership was marked by trust, cultural

understanding and professional integrity.

In a highly competitive and unpredictable industry,
Mrs Wong has consistently upheld integrity,
professionalism and resilience. She understands
that reputation is built over time through trust,
sound judgement, honoured commitments and
genuine relationships. In the face of market
circumstances and

fluctuations, changing

career transitions, she has met challenges with
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perseverance and courage, showing a sustained
commitment to excellence.

In 2023, Mrs Wong founded Patti Wong &
Associates, chapter by
experience,

opening a new

transforming her international
professional insight and extensive network into
She

continues to connect Asian collectors with the

independent art advisory services.
international art community. Her work reminds
us that art is not only about markets and
collecting, but also about memory, identity and

cultural values.

Mrs Wong has long been closely connected with
The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong. She has
served as a Governor of the University and
Vice-Chairman of its Fundraising and Donation
Committee, contributing to governance, resource
development and long-term advancement. As an
Adjunct Professor in the Department of Art and
Design, she brings practical experience from the
international art world into the classroom. Over
the years, she and her mother, Dr Alice Lam, have
supported
initiatives, including the naming of The HSUHK —

generously important  University
Foundation Gallery, the Paul S Lam Memorial
and the

naming of Alice Lam Lecture Theatre. Their

Scholarship for Overseas Learning,

support has enhanced the learning environment,
broadened students’ horizons, and encouraged
young people to grow with a global outlook and
humanistic concern.

Mrs Wong’s life reflects the liberal arts spirit
and values education cherished by HSUHK. She
has pursued her convictions with passion,
cultivated her strengths with perseverance,
crossed boundaries with courage and achieved
lasting impact with integrity. Her example

reminds the younger generation that, even
in adversity, those who remain devoted,
courageous and steadfast may fulfill themselves
while contributing meaningfully to society,
culture and the common good.

Chairman, in recognition of her outstanding
contributions to art, culture, education and
HSUHK, and for the values her life and work so
eloquently embody, | am honoured to present
Mrs Patricia Wong to you for conferment of the
Doctor of Humanities, honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Ms Antonia Yeung

Associate Vice-President
(Development and Campus Services)
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