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HSUHK launches International Doctoral Education Hub Index (Hong Kong) to track global
doctoral talent mobility

Responding to the HKSAR Government’s commitment to position Hong Kong as an international
education hub, The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) announces the launch of the
inaugural HSUHK International Doctoral Education Hub Index (Hong Kong), the first in a planned
annual survey series seeks to provide evidence on how international doctoral talent perceive Hong
Kong as a study destination and the factors influencing their decisions to study, work, and settle
there.

The launch comes at a time when Hong Kong is advancing its ambitions to become an international
hub for higher education, research, innovation, and talent development, as reflected in recent
policy discussions surrounding talent attraction, the development of higher education, and the
city’s long-term innovation strategy. Against this backdrop, the Index aims to contribute evidence
that can support informed discussion on doctoral education and talent development.

The inaugural survey was conducted between August and September 2026, receiving around 300
responses from aspiring and current doctoral students, as well as recent doctoral graduates.
Respondents represented 18 countries or regions across Asia, Africa, Europe, North America, and
Oceania.

The findings suggest that Hong Kong is viewed favourably by respondents as a preferred destination
for doctoral study. Among the 18 study destinations evaluated, Hong Kong recorded the highest
average rating as a preferred destination for doctoral study (8.09 out of 10) and was the only
destination to achieve a median score of 9. More than 72% of respondents rated Hong Kong
between 8 and 10, indicating a generally positive perception among survey participants (see Figure
1 below).
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Willingness to Pursue a Doctoral Degree in Top Study
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(scale 1-10)
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Figure 1. Preferred doctoral study destination by country

The survey also sheds light on what matters most to prospective and current doctoral students.
Respondents rated scholarships and tuition support (9.26/10) as the most important factor
influencing destination choice, followed by safety and political stability (8.82/10), language of
instruction and tuition affordability (both scoring 8.68/10), and employment prospects (8.39/10).
These findings suggest that financial support, quality of life, and future career opportunities remain
central considerations in international doctoral mobility decisions (see Figure 2).
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Factors for Choosing a Doctoral Study Destination - Mean
Score (1-10)

Cultural similarity to home country I 5.34
Recommendations from family/friends I 6.6/
World ranking of the university I /.64
Immigration policies NI 7.38
Access to healthcare IIEEEEEEGEGEGEGEGEGNGNGNGNGNEENEEEEE  8.05
Official language of the host country I 3.07
Reputation of the supervisor NN 3.08
Living costs in the study destination I 3.31
Level of economic development of host country I 3.34
Employment prospects in the host country NN 3.39
Cost of the tuition fee GGG 8.63
Language of instruction I  8.68
Safety and political stability T 3.82

Availability of scholarships/tuition waiver GGG  0.26
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Mean importance
(1 = Not important at all, 10 = Extremely important)

Figure 2. Factors shaping doctoral study destination choice

At the same time, respondents identified several challenges associated with doctoral study. Career
prospects after graduation (8.07/10), financial difficulties (7.83/10), and housing affordability
(7.17/10) emerged as some of the most significant concerns. These findings highlight the
importance of looking beyond student recruitment and considering the broader conditions that
shape doctoral students’ experiences and long-term settlement decisions.

The survey further found that 93.3% of respondents expressed at least some willingness to remain
in their host destination after completing their doctoral study, including nearly three-quarters
reported being very or extremely willing to stay. Although stated intentions do not necessarily
translate into future behaviour, the findings suggest the importance of providing attractive career
pathways, research opportunities, and supportive living environments if destinations hope to retain
highly skilled doctoral graduates.

Professor Joshua Mok Ka-ho, President of HSUHK and Principal Investigator of the study, noted that
attracting doctoral talent is only one part of a broader talent development strategy. Sustained
competitiveness will depend not only on scholarships and university reputation, but also on the
availability of meaningful career opportunities, strong research ecosystems, affordable living
conditions, and supportive environments for long-term professional development. A family-
friendliness environment is also critical to attract and retain for global talent for work and future
development.
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Professor Mok said, “As the first edition of a planned annual initiative, the HSUHK International
Doctoral Education Hub Index (Hong Kong) establishes a baseline for tracking changes over time in
doctoral students’ preferences for Hong Kong as a study destination. The 2026 study will set a
baseline index of 100. Future surveys will continue to monitor emerging trends and contribute
evidence to discussions on higher education, talent attraction, research development, innovation,
and the global competition for highly skilled talent. The analysis of data generated from the study
will help inform public policymaking in Hong Kong.” Professor Mok added that the team plans to
extend the index to major cities in Chinese Mainland and other parts of Asia in the future.

The study is part of the project “Strategies to Attract and Retain High-calibre Talents to Pursue
Further Studies at Doctorate Level in Hong Kong for Nurturing Specialised Talents that will
Contribute to Hong Kong’s Development” and is funded by the HKSAR Government’s Public Policy
Research Funding Scheme.

-END-

Disclaimer: The findings presented in the HSUHK International Doctoral Education Hub Index (Hong
Kong) are based on research conducted by the project team and the views of survey respondents.
The views, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in this article do not necessarily represent
the views, policies, or positions of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
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Photo 1: Research team members: (from left) Dr Ayomide Oluwaseyi Oladosu, Senior Research
Associate from the School of Transdisciplinary Studies; Professor Joshua Mok, President of HSUHK;
and Dr Rainie Ke, Lecturer from the School of Transdisciplinary Studies.
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Photo 2 — 3: Findng from the research suggest the importance of providing attractive career
pathways, research opportunities, and supportive living environments if destinations hope to retain
highly skilled doctoral graduates.
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About The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) is a non-profit private liberal-arts-oriented
university with six Schools (Business, Communication, Decision Sciences, Humanities and Social
Science, Translation and Foreign Languages, and Transdisciplinary Studies), and around 9,000 full-
time undergraduate and postgraduate students. With its unique “Liberal + Professional” education
model, HSUHK nurtures caring professionals with a global vision and responsible leadership.

Aspiring to be a leading private university in the region, HSUHK prioritises stellar undergraduate
education and research informed postgraduate education, supported by excellent student learning
experience, impactful research and purposeful engagement. HSUHK places strategic importance on
regional engagement and international partnership, which create a productive learning and
research environment for students and scholars working creatively and innovatively with a strong
interdisciplinary orientation.

HSUHK has earned various international recognitions. In the AppliedEdu’s ALL ASIA Private
University Ranking 2026, it secured 7th place across Chinese Mainland, Hong Kong and Macau.
HSUHK ranked 23rd in both Business and Management and Economics and Finance and 24th in
Social Sciences and Humanities among this region’s top universities in the Research.com Top
Universities and Top Scientists Rankings 2026. The MSc in Global Supply Chain Management
programme achieved 10th place in China and 19th place in Asia in the QS International Trade
Rankings 2026. Additionally, HSUHK’s School of Business obtained AACSB International
accreditation in 2023, a mark of excellence held by only 6% of the world’s leading business schools.
HSUHK was also ranked among the top 200 worldwide on “Quality Education” and “Decent Work
and Economic Growth” in the Times Higher Education University Impact Rankings 2021.
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