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Mr Lim Soon-tiong embodies a profound life
philosophy centred on embracing possibilities
and unwavering perseverance. Throughout his
academic and entrepreneurial journey, he seized
opportunities without forcing outcomes, yet
remained resolute in the face of adversity. Having
achieved substantial professional success, he has
devoted himself to giving back to society, guided
by the belief that while individual strength may be
limited, collective commitment can uplift entire
communities. This conviction has fuelled his
lifelong dedication to industry and philanthropy,

benefiting generations of Chinese students.

Born in 1939 in Taiping, Perak, Malaya (now
Malaysia), Mr Lim is a Malaysian citizen and a
Hong Kong permanent resident. After completing
his secondary education at Hua Lian High School
Taiping, he pursued his studies at Nanyang
University in Singapore and graduated in 1962
with a degree in Accountancy. Upon graduation,
Mr Lim joined the Lam Soon Group in Singapore.
In 1964, he was assigned to the Group’s Hong
Kong operations to spearhead business expansion
and was subsequently promoted to General
Manager of Lam Soon Hong Kong. In 1974, the
company was successfully listed in Hong Kong.
In 1984, Mr Lim was transferred to the Group’s
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headquarters in Malaysia, where he served as
Group Managing Director for one year.

After 22 years with Lam Soon, Mr Lim ventured
into entrepreneurship. In 1986, he acquired a juice
factory in Hong Kong as a sole proprietor and
founded the A & W Food Service Group. The
Group’s business philosophy centres on putting
consumers’ interests first, striving to deliver
high-quality food and beverage products while
earning respect through integrity in operations
and excellence in product quality. Over the
ensuing four decades, the Group has established
three factories in Hong Kong and the Chinese
Mainland and expanded its operations across
Hong Kong, Macao, the Chinese Mainland,
Singapore, and Kuala Lumpur. It was the first
bottled fruit juice manufacturer in Hong Kong and
later diversified into imported milk, mineral water
and other products.

Mr Lim has long been grateful to the pioneers
of the Chinese communities in Singapore and
Malaysia who established Chinese primary
schools, secondary schools and universities,
thereby affording him the opportunity to pursue a
quality education. As his career flourished, he
sought to give back to society. In Malaysia, his



14

Citations

i

steadfast support for Taiping’s cultural and
educational development has earned him the
affectionate title “Anak Taiping” (Son of Taiping)
from the local Chinese community in 2024. In
2025, he was also conferred “The 8th Southern
Humanity Spirit Award” by Southern University
College, Malaysia.

In the Chinese Mainland, Mr Lim has, since 1995,
co-founded the Kam Lee Lim Scholarship with two
like-minded friends, sponsoring three to four
outstanding students each year to pursue
university studies. Over the past three decades,
more than 100 students have benefited from this
initiative. In recognition of his act of kindness, he
received an honorary certificate from the Xinyi
Municipal Government of Gaozhou, Guangdong
Province. In 1993, he was also recognised as an
Honorary Citizen of Zengcheng, Guangdong.

In Hong Kong, Mr Lim served as Chairman of the
Chinese Executives Club under The Hong Kong
Management Association from 1982 to 1984,
where he contributed to advancing the
modernisation of business administration. Mr Lim
also served as President of the Nanyang University
Alumni Association of Hong Kong for over a
decade, fostering strong intergenerational ties
among alumni. Ever mindful of the financial
support he received from Lee Foundation during
his university years, he has consistently upheld a
profound sense of gratitude. Mr Lim is also deeply
committed to preserving and passing down
traditional Chinese culture, which he describes as
the enduring beacon that has illuminated his
life’s journey. In his later years, he has generously
supported cultural and educational initiatives in
Chinese communities across Malaysia, Hong
Kong, and the Chinese Mainland, with a special
focus on youth education.

Additionally, 2016, Mr
single-handedly sponsored the “Malaysia-Hong
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Kong Cultural Exchange Programme”, under
which three Malaysian Chinese colleges —
Southern University College, New Era
University College, and Han Chiang University
College of Communication — have respectively
co-organised the Programme with The Chinese
University of Hong Kong and The Hang Seng
To date, the

Programme has engaged approximately 280

University of Hong Kong.

students. Mr Lim has personally interacted with
participants, engaging them to broaden their
international perspectives.

In all his endeavours, Mr Lim encourages the
younger generation to benefit both themselves
and others by recognising their strengths and
limitations, learning humbly from others, building
networks of goodwill, and extending help to
those in need. True success, he believes, lies in
embodying the spirit of “taking from society and
giving back to society”.

Chairman, in grateful recognition of Mr Lim
Soon-tiong’s exemplary contributions to HSUHK,
and his profound impact on society at large,
| present him to you for the conferment of the
Honorary University Fellowship.

Citation written and delivered by

Professor Jeanne Fu

Vice-President (Learning and Student Experience)
(English Translation:

HSUHK Business Translation Centre)
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