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Nicknamed the “Poker-Faced Comedian” (/3
%[E), Mr Michael Hui is a true icon of Hong
Kong cinema. Mr Hui’s remarkable career in
directing, acting and screenwriting spans
over five decades. His recent film, The Last
Dance (& - #%k), 2024) , once again set box
office records, further solidifying his status as

a cinematic legend.

A sociology graduate from The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Mr Hui credits his
his
and

academic  background for shaping

understanding of human behaviour
societal dynamics, which he masterfully weaves
into his films. Despite initially lacking a strong
he

relevance to his storytelling, which deeply

interest in sociology, discovered its

resonates with audiences. He believes that
cinema has the power to inspire hope and
foster a sense of community.

Mr Hui is not only a celebrated filmmaker but
also an accomplished actor, whose career is
adorned with numerous accolades, including
the Best Actor award at the inaugural Hong
Kong Film Awards; the Best Performance Actor
by the American Film Institute; and the Golden
Mulberry Award for Lifetime Achievement at
the 13th Far East Film Festival, honouring his
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lasting influence and legacy in the industry.
Alongside entertaining audiences, his films
have sparked vital conversations within society.
His favourite works such as The Private
Eyes (K#F/\M)», 1976), Chicken and
Duck Talk ((Z[R#55E), 1988), and The
Last Dance ({BE +#1%Ek), 2024) reflect the
spirit of their times, skilfully blending
humour with social commentary.

Mr Hui’s remarkable journey, filled with
achievements and unwavering commitment
to the arts has inspired us. His experiences
teach us that while we cannot avoid the end
of our journey, we can choose how to
experience it and make every moment count
by making our own way filled with laughter,
resilience, and a profound appreciation for
the beauty of life.

He also inspires us to cherish every moment,
whether in success or adversity. Reflecting on
his own experiences, he recalls winning the
Best Actor award in the Hong Kong Film
Awards for Security Unlimited ({EEZRIE),
1981) but missing the ceremony due to other
commitments, and at that time he thought
another win would come soon. Little did he
know, it would take over 40 years to receive
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another award, for Where the Wind Blows

((EBFER), 2023).

His perseverance and dedication remind us
to appreciate the journey and the people we
share it with, as he eloquently states, “No
matter the peaks or valleys, we must learn to
enjoy the scenery along the way.” Mr Hui
the
expressing our feelings to family and friends,

also emphasises significance  of
urging us not to wait until it’s too late to
show our love and appreciation. He reminds
us not to be like “Hello Man” (FRIEX),
the character he portrayed in The Last
Dance ({f& - #h¥k)», 2024), or our parents’
generation, who often fail to express their

feelings until it’s too late.

To the younger generation, Mr Hui offers
invaluable advice, emphasising that life is
unpredictable and what suits you may not be
at first.
younger generation to try everything while

clear Therefore, he encourages

they are young, as it is only through
exploration that they can discover their true
passions and talents. His own path was
shaped by unexpected opportunities: as a
university student, he applied for a part-time
news anchor position at a TV station, but was
finally assigned to organise variety shows
This
journalistic aspirations to a beloved comedic

instead. twist led him from his

filmmaker. He firmly believes that with
perseverance and dedication, anyone can
achieve greatness.

Reflecting on the ever-changing landscape of
cinema, Mr Hui underscores the importance
of innovation for young filmmakers. In an age
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where streaming platforms and social media
provide easily accessible content, he urges
emerging artistes to return to the basics —
embrace creativity, take risks, and craft fresh
that
believes that the true essence of film lies in

narratives captivate audiences. He
its ability to engage viewers in a shared
experience, encouraging them to return to

the theatre.

Chairman, in recognition of his extraordinary
contributions of sociological significance to
the cultural landscape of Hong Kong, and his
dedication to inspiring people from all walks
of life, especially future generations, | am
honoured to present Mr Michael Hui to you
for the conferment of Doctor of Social
Science, honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Professor Joshua Mok

Provost and Vice-President
(Academic and Research)
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