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New VR exhibition designed by HSUHK is now a part of Haw Par Mansion guided tour

Co-organised by The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK), the Antiquities and
Monuments Office of the Development Bureau, and Hong Kong Chu Hai College, the “Virtual
Reality: The ‘Ten Courts of Hell’ of Tiger Balm Garden” exhibition at Haw Par Mansion is now
open to public. Visitors will be able to explore the historic “Ten Courts of Hell” diorama from the
former Tiger Balm Garden by immersing themselves in virtual reality (VR) technology.

The exhibition has been extracted from a VR metaverse platform developed by HSUHK and Hong
Kong Chu Hai College that focuses on the recreation of the historic “Ten Courts of Hell” diorama
at the Tiger Balm Garden. By wearing VR headsets, visitors will be able to explore the intricate
details of the “Ten Courts of Hell” reliefs and engage with interactive interfaces to learn about
their cultural and historical significance. The exhibition also features informational panels and a
project video which introduces the “Ten Courts of Hell” folklore.

Dr Eugene Wong, project leader, and Director of the Virtual Reality Centre at HSUHK said, “We
are delighted that this exhibition has been sponsored by Aw Boon Haw Foundation and
supported by the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office and the Antiquities and Monuments Office
from The Development Bureau, allowing this university-based education project to be shared
with the public. Through VR technology, the public will be able to explore the historical
appearance of the ‘Ten Courts of Hell’ diorama from the Tiger Balm Garden, as well as the
traditional mythology associated with the depiction. This immersive experience will also allow
visitors to appreciate historical facets as a whole and participate in this digital cultural

inheritance.”

The heritage-themed metaverse platform reconstructs Tiger Balm Garden in a virtual form. The
reconstruction was completed by referencing old photographs of the Mansion. Through VR
devices, users will be able to visit and appreciate the reliefs of the “Ten Courts of Hell” diorama

and the Tiger Balm Garden from the perspective of historical sites, culture and architecture.
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Haw Par Mansion, located at 15A Tai Hang Road, Hong Kong, was once the private residence of
overseas Chinese entrepreneur, Aw Boon Haw. It was accorded Grade | historic building status
in 2009. To visit the “Virtual Reality: The ‘Ten Courts of Hell’ of Tiger Balm Garden” exhibition,
the public will have to join a guided tour of Haw Par Mansion. Reservations can be made via the
Antiquities and Monuments Office website.
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Photo 1: Ms Bernadette Linn, Secretary for Development (left), and Professor Simon Ho,
President of HSUHK, wear VR headsets to explore the intricate details of the “Ten Courts of Hell”.

Photo 2: Ms Bernadette Linn (centre, front row), Ms Sally Aw (third from right, front row) and
Professor Simon Ho (second from right, front row) and other guests at the “Virtual Reality: The

‘Ten Courts of Hell’ of Tiger Balm Garden” exhibition launch preview.
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About The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) is a non-profit private liberal-arts-oriented
university with six Schools (Business, Communication, Decision Sciences, Humanities and Social
Science, Translation and Foreign Languages, and Transdisciplinary Studies) and over 6,700 full-
time undergraduate and postgraduate students. Adopting the unique “Liberal + Professional”
education model, HSUHK aims to nurture young talent with critical thinking, innovative minds,
caring attitudes, moral values and social responsibility.

Aspiring to be a leading private university in the region, HSUHK features a primary focus on
undergraduate education, top-quality faculty members, award-winning green campus facilities,
innovative degree programmes, unique residential college system combining living and learning,
interactive small class teaching, very close student-teacher relationship, RGC-funded impactful
research, and excellent student development/support services. HSUHK is listed the 7th (overall)
in the ASEAN+ region, the 1st in the Greater China region, and the 1st in Employability as per
the 2023 AppliedHE ASEAN+ private university assessment by the Singapore-based AppliedHE.
It is also listed among the top 200 worldwide on “Quality Education” and “Decent Work and

Economic Growth” in the Times Higher Education University Impact Rankings 2021.



