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“The man of virtue makes the difficulty to be
overcome his first business, and success only a
subsequent consideration.”
—— Confucius

(Translated by James Legge (1815-1897))

In resonance with the teachings of Confucius,
Dr Edmund Tse believes that challenges and
failures are inevitable experiences in life; and
that without them, life can be dull and ordinary.
Each

opportunity for growth and learning, and leads

challenge presents an invaluable

to success. Having overcome numerous
obstacles himself, Dr Tse’s approach to the
post-pandemic era 1s one of foresight and

vigilance.

Dr Edmund Tse graduated with his Bachelor of
Arts degree in Mathematics from The
University of Hong Kong (HKU) and obtained
diplomas from the College of Insurance and the
Graduate School of Business at Stanford
University in the US. He joined AIA in 1961
and steadily rose through the ranks, eventually
becoming President and CEO in 1983, and
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Chairman and CEO 1in 2000. Under his
leadership, AIA’s businesses experienced significant
growth, particularly in the development of
franchises across Asia and emerging markets.
Dr Tse’s ability to make major strategic decisions
for the company was backed by a trustworthy
network of business partners and colleagues. He
recalls multimillion-dollar project negotiations
being sealed with a simple handshake at the

table.

Dr Tse’s professional career spans several
regions. In 1996, he was elected to the Board of
Directors of AIA’s then parent company, AIG
Group. He subsequently served as AIG’s Vice
Chairman, AIG’s Co-Chief Operating Officer,
and AIG’s Senior Vice Chairman. During his
tenure, Dr Tse was in charge of the Group’s
global life insurance operations in over 80
Like that

oversee multinational corporations, he faced the

countries. many top executives
challenges that come with managing a global
workforce. To balance the demands of work and
family, Dr Tse developed a working model that
involved flying between the US and Hong Kong
every two to three weeks, ensuring that all

parties received his personal input and attention.
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Given his seasoned background and outstanding
achievements, Dr Tse was invited to serve on the
Insurance Advisory Committee of the HKSAR
Government, of which he is the longest-serving
member. He is also a member of the Chief
Executive’s Council of Advisers, and a fellow
of the Hong Kong Academy of Finance. In
recognition of his contributions to the development
of Hong Kong’s insurance industry, Dr Tse was
awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star in 2001. He
has also received an Honorary Fellowship and
an Honorary Doctorate Degree in Social
Sciences from HKU, and was conferred an
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Business
Administration by Lingnan University. In
2003, Dr the first Chinese
individual elected to the esteemed Insurance
Hall of Fame, and in 2017, he was awarded the

first-ever Lifetime Achievement Award at the

Tse became

Pacific Insurance Conference.

As the Director of the AIA Foundation, Dr Tse
provides guidance on the allocation of funding
for programmes aimed at fostering youth
leadership, promoting community development,
and advancing health initiatives, all with the

goal of helping improve our society.

His insightful perspectives on the local and
Asian insurance industry have shaped HSUHK’s
Master of Science in Insurance programme.
Leveraging his reputation and professional
network, Dr Tse has facilitated collaborations
and partnerships between HSUHK and key
industry players. In 2020, the AIA Foundation
launched the AIA Scholarships programme,
pledging US$100 million to 100

undergraduates attending

support
annually  in

universities in Hong Kong. HSUHK is among
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the 10 local universities participating in the
with 15 HSUHK

receiving scholarships over the past three years.

programme, students

Beyond his professional achievements, Dr Tse is
an expert bridge player, and has represented
Hong Kong in various regional and world
championships. He believes that regular
mental and physical exercise keeps one fit and
sharp. He 1s interested in the impact new
technologies (e.g. ChatGPT) and educational
shifts (e.g. STEAM) will have on young people
and society as a whole. He emphasises that
lifelong learning is the key to resilience,
especially in times of global crises. Dr Tse
encourages future generations to maintain
embrace

optimism, pressure and persevere

during hardships. Through experiences and
challenges, individuals can shape their values and

develop a greater understanding of the world.

Chair, in recognition of Dr Edmund Tse’s
exceptional leadership in the actuarial and
insurance industry, and his contributions to
HSUHK and society, it is my great honour to
present Dr Edmund Tse Sze-wing, for the
conferment of the Doctor of Social Science,

honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Professor Jeanne Fu Ho-ying

Vice-President (Learning and Student Experience)
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