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HSUHK and AS Watson Group join hands to unleash 

students’ potential with pioneering “store manager for a day” programme 

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) and the AS Watson Group signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 23 November 2023 to support the academic and 

career development of HSUHK students by providing scholarships, internships, an early 

careers programme, and for the first time, AS Watson Group will offer a “store manager 

for a day” experience to local university students. The collaboration will also offer 

opportunities for joint applied research projects.  

This is the first time AS Watson Group is signing a comprehensive MoU to partner with a 

local university. The collaboration will realise the potential of the new generation, help 

students apply theory and knowledge in practical work environments, and cultivate more 

management talent for the retail industry. 

The agreement was signed by Professor Simon S M Ho, President of HSUHK, and Ms 

Malina Ngai, Group Chief Operating Officer, AS Watson Group and CEO, AS Watson 

(Asia & Europe). In his address, President Ho expressed his gratitude to the AS Watson 

Group for supporting the University and its students. He said, “Through this collaboration, 

we believe that we can nurture more young professionals with critical thinking, innovative 

minds, caring attitudes, moral values and social responsibility. Together, we can also 

nurture more future leaders for the retail industry, and in doing so, propel our society 

forward.” 

Ms Malina Ngai said, “As the world's largest international health and beauty retailer, AS 

Watson Group strongly believes that young people are our future. They not only have 

potential but also radiate energy and creativity. That’s why the Group has been dedicated 

to actively fostering the next generation. Last year, the Group announced its commitment 

to providing 200,000 job opportunities and 5 million hours of training for young people 

globally by 2030, specifically targeting youth in our global workforce to embrace the future. 

Through this collaboration, we aim to provide students from different levels at HSUHK 

with more learning and practical experience opportunities, enabling them to acquire a 

deeper understanding of the retail industry, nurture their talents, and equip them to become 

future retail leaders.” 

The collaboration will cover a variety of opportunities for students. The early careers 

programme will provide short-term workplace experiences for first and second year 

HSUHK students, and to help young talents gain early frontline retail management 

experience, students will have the opportunity to be a “store manager for a day”. 



 
 

AS Watson Group will also offer its signature internship programme, through which 

HSUHK students can work on most cutting-edge business initiatives in Hong Kong, 

Mainland China, and overseas. Students will also be able to receive industrial training, 

experience job shadowing alongside senior management, and have opportunities to be 

mentored. Return offers will be given to students with stellar performances during their 

internships, enabling them to begin their professional careers.  

To further develop talent, a scholarship programme will be offered to outstanding HSUHK 

students who pursue studies in fields that align with AS Watson Group’s focus areas. AS 

Watson Group will also organise company visits for HSUHK’s staff and students to 

enhance their understanding of industry practices. Participants will be able to observe 

operations and interact with industry professionals to foster a stronger connection between 

academia and industry.  

HSUHK and AS Watson Group also place importance to joint applied research projects. To 

achieve successful knowledge transfer, faculty, and students from HSUHK will utilise 

theoretical knowledge and scientific methods to develop solutions and recommendations 

for the AS Watson Group’s significant business issues.  
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Photo 1: Professor Simon S M Ho, President of HSUHK, and Ms Malina Ngai, 

Group Chief Operating Officer of AS Watson Group and CEO of AS Watson (Asia 

& Europe), sign the MoU. 



 
 

 
Photo 2: (From left) Mr Parkson Tseung, Group People Director (Asia) of AS 

Watson Group; Ms Malina Ngai, Group Chief Operating Officer of AS Watson 

Group and CEO of AS Watson (Asia & Europe); Professor Simon S M Ho, 

President of HSUHK; and Professor Jeanne Fu, Acting Vice-President (Learning 

and Student Experience) of HSUHK attend the MoU signing ceremony. 
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About The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong 

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) is a non-profit private liberal-arts-oriented 

university with five Schools (Business, Communication, Decision Sciences, Humanities and 

Social Science, and Translation and Foreign Languages) and over 6,000 full-time students. 

Adopting the unique “Liberal + Professional” education model, HSUHK aims to nurture young 

talent with critical thinking, innovative minds, caring attitudes, moral values and social 

responsibility. 

Aspiring to be a leading private university in the region, HSUHK features a primary focus on 

undergraduate education, top-quality faculty members, award-winning green campus facilities, 

innovative degree programmes, unique residential college system combining living and learning, 

interactive small class teaching, very close student-teacher relationship, RGC-funded impactful 

research, and excellent student development/support services. HSUHK is listed the 7th (overall) 

in the ASEAN+ region, the 1st in the Greater China region, and the 1st in Employability as per 

the 2023 AppliedHE ASEAN+ private university assessment by the Singapore-based AppliedHE. 

It is also listed among the top 200 worldwide on “Quality Education” and “Decent Work and 

Economic Growth” in Times Higher Education University Impact Rankings 2021.  
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About AS Watson Group 

Established in 1841, AS Watson Group is the world’s largest international health and 

beauty retailer operating over 16,100 stores under 12 retail brands in 28 markets, with 

about 130,000 employees worldwide. For the fiscal year 2022, AS Watson Group 

recorded revenue of US$22 billion. Every year, we are serving over 5.5 billion shoppers 

via our O+O (Offline plus Online) technology-enabled platforms.  

In Hong Kong, we operate over 500 stores under four retail brands – Watsons, 

PARKnSHOP, FORTRESS, and Watson’s Wine. In addition, we manufacture and 

distribute high quality drinking water brand Watsons Water, as well as the famous juice 

drinks Mr. Juicy and Sunkist.  

AS Watson Group is also a member of the world-renowned multinational conglomerate 

CK Hutchison Holdings Limited, which has four core businesses ‐ ports and related 

services, retail, infrastructure and telecommunications in over 50 countries. 

Please visit www.aswatson.com/our-company/o-and-o-strategy/ for more information. 
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