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It is a daunting task to encapsulate the many
sterling achievements of this renowned scholar
whose illustrious career in academia and
education has been spanning five decades, and
still going strong. However, if I could be bold
enough to try: Professor Christopher Hood is a
widely known social scientist in the study of public
management, political theory, and government.

Growing up in an ordinary middle-class family,
Professor Hood made his immediate family
proud by being the first to attend a university.
He obtained his Bachelor of Arts (First Class)
in Social Sciences (Politics) from the University
of York in 1968, and a Bachelor of Literature
from the University of Glasgow in 1971. He
then returned to his alma mater, the University
of York, where he was awarded a Doctor of
Literature in 1987.

Professor Hood’s professional and academic
carcer has moved from strength to strength,
reaching its climax one after another. In
recognition of his distinguished service to social
sciences as Director of the United Kingdom
Economic and Social Research Council,
Professor Hood was appointed as Commander
of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2011. In 2017,
his contribution to the development in the field
of Public Administration was further heralded.
At the instigation of the Erasmus School of
Social and Behavioural Sciences (ESSB), Erasmus
University Rotterdam awarded Professor Hood
an honorary doctorate.

Professor Christopher HOOD (CBE

Doctor of Social Science fonoris causa
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University students in both Europe and Asia have
been blessed in having Professor Hood’s nurture.
He once taught at the University of Glasgow
(1972-1986), the National University of Singapore
(1984-1985), the University of Sydney (1986-
1989), the London School of Economics and
Political Science (1989-2000), and the University
of Oxford (2001-2014). It is also fortunate that
the thirst for his wisdom and insights can still be
quenched nowadays, as Professor Hood remains
in full vigor in academia and research. He is now
an Emeritus Fellow, at the All Souls College of the
University of Oxford. His pen has also not lain
idle. Professor Hood is still active in research and
has a 120,000-word book, titled The Way the Money
Goes, on public expenditure control in the United
Kingdom currently in the press at the Oxford
University Press and expected to be published in
the summer this year. Hong Kong is also blessed
with Professor Hood’s footprints. This esteemed
scholar once offered the benefit of his guidance, as
a visiting professor, to the Department of Public
and Social Administration (now the Department
of Public and International Affairs) (1999-2000),
City University of Hong Kong. Professor Hood
has connected with HSUHK since 2022 and the
Hong Kong community will benefit from his new
insights now that he is an honorary graduate of
the University.

Professor Hood’s contribution to public
administration research was recognised through
his election as a Fellow of the British Academy
(1996), the Academy of Learned Societies of

Social Sciences (Academician in 2001 and fellow
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in 2002), the Sunningdale Institute (2007), Royal
Society of Arts (2007), and the United States’

National Academy of Public Administration
(2010).

His distinguished achievements as a pioneering
researcher and teacher earned him a good
number of unique recognitions across different
continents. Professor Hood was the first European
to be elected as Fellow to the United States’
National Academy of Public Administration. As
of today, he is still holding the record of being the
only person to have been elected to fellowship of
both the British Academy and the United States’
National Academy of Public Administration.
Not surprisingly, the accolades have been
continuous in different stages of his career. As
a leading authority in his field, his research and
publications have not only borne testimony to
his timeless insights into public administration,
but also won Professor Hood a long list of
prizes in Europe, the UK and the United States.
Those awards include the United States Public
Management Research Association’s H. George
Frederickson Award in 2007, the William E,
Mosher and the Frederick C. Mosher Award in
2011, the Louis Brownlow Book Award for the
best book in public administration published
in 2015, the UK's WJM. Mackenzie Book
Prize for best book in political science and
public administration in 2000 and 2015. The
recognition of Professor Hood’s achievements
reached a milestone by receiving the 2021 John
Gaus Award from the American Political Science
Association for alifetime of exemplary scholarship
in political science and public administration.
The award committee stated that “Christopher
has made substantive contributions to the fields
of public administration and political science for
five decades and that there are entire fields of
knowledge that would look substantively different
without his work.”

As a prolific writer and researcher in the fields of
public administration and governance, Professor
Hood has to date published 28 books, over 60
articles in refereed journals, more than 40 book
chapters, and about 20 other types of writing.
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He has another book forthcoming this year. The
significant development in the fields of public
management, political theory and government
owed much to Professor Hood’s cutting-edge
academic prowess. Especially, we are indebted
to him and his research team for coining a range
of terms which became some of the most oft-
cited currencies in the disciplines, to name but
a few shining examples: “quango” in 1970,
“bureaumetrics” and “new public management”
in 1980, “administrative argument” (1991), “the
art of the state” (1998), and “blame game and
avoidance for self-preservation in government”
in 2011 and 2016. Scholars, researchers and
practitioners in his field are also on the lookout
for his upcoming work as Professor Hood is
now engaging in the study of number gaming
in performance management of modern
governments. The art of translation has also
helped this English scholar to exercise a wide
and beneficent influence upon the whole world
of public governance scholarship. Several of his
books have already been translated into other
languages. His 2011 book, The Blame Game, is on
its way to bestow on the Chinese readers.

Chairman, in recognition of the distinguished
contributions Professor Christopher Hood has
made to the study of public management,
political theory, and government, I present him
to you for conferment of the Doctor of Social
Science, honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Professor Hon S CHAN

Former Vice-President

(Learning and Student Experience)
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