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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times” wrote Charles Dickens in 4 Zale of Two
Cities, an epic story of human endurance.
Indeed, challenges
disguise themselves in surprising ways, so do
life’s blessings. Having braved some 11 crises
of seismic impact over his 40-year career
as an internationally renowned banker,
Mr Peter Wong Tung-shun, Chairman of
The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Limited, the Asia-Pacific arm
of HSBC, believes that every crisis can be
turned into an opportunity.
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Mr Wong was HSBC’s Asia Pacific Chief
Executive until July 2021. To the surprise
of many, banking was not his initial choice.
Straight out of school from Indiana University
with a bachelor’s degree in Computer
Science, an MBA in Marketing and Finance
and an MSc in Computer Science, Mr
Wong had a short stint as an educator in
the United States before joining Citibank in
1980 to drive computerisation of its banking
services. After close to two decades and a
trail of star-studded achievements, he then
moved to Standard Chartered Bank where
his roles included Chief Executive of Hong
Kong and Director of Greater China. Mr
Wong joined The Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation Limited in 2005 as
General Manager and Executive Director,
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and was appointed Chief Executive in 2010,
becoming the first Chinese to take the role.
During his tenure, he had strengthened the
bank’s position by sharpening its focus on
Asia, by far its most successful region. This is
but one of the many examples of Mr Wong’s
outstanding business acumen and keen sense
of global awareness.

Mr Wong’s contributions extend beyond
his professional career. He has served and
remained active on a number of government
and regulatory bodies as well as industry
associations. He has been Chair of The
Hong Kong Association of Banks for four
terms, Chairman of The Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce, President of The
Hong Kong Institute of Bankers, a Member
of the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council’s Belt and Road Committee, the
Hong Kong Monetary Authority’s Exchange
Fund Advisory Committee, and a Board
Member of the China Banking Association.
He is also a member of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference.

With many accomplishments and accolades
under his belt, Mr Wong has consistently
remained refreshingly modest and down to
earth. When invited to give his best advice
to the younger generation, he would often
emphasise the importance of education and
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perseverance, perhaps not at all surprising
given his humble beginnings. Mr Wong’s
parents came to Hong Kong as refugees
from Shanghai in the late 1940s. The family
had an extremely rough life for a while as
he recalled. However tight the budget was,
his father always made education a priority,
right after food and lodging for the family of
six. This has imprinted deeply in Mr Wong’s

mind, that “education 1s everything”.

From April 2009 to February 2010, Mr
Wong served as a Director of the Hang
Seng School of Commerce (HSSC), the
beginning of The Hang Seng University
of Hong Kong today. He continues to be
a keen supporter of education and delivers
guest lectures to university students and the
wider community regularly. In the spirit of
sharing and promoting communication, Mr
Wong particularly enjoys engaging in candid
exchanges with youth through opportunities
such as mentorship programmes. Mr Wong
believes thatin the “VUCA” world of volatility,
uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity, it is
paramount that communication be bridged
notonly between individuals, family members,
and generations, but also between industries
and sectors so that all of us as a collective
can have a clearer vision of what the future
may bring and how each and every one of us
in our individual roles may contribute to the
whole.

Mr Wong is currently the Chairman of The
Hongkong Bank Foundation, the charitable
arm of The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Limited, which allows him to
spend more time on the vulnerable groups
in our community. Based on his experience,
he strongly believes that more efforts should
be paid on the younger generation and the
elderly. He has driven different initiatives to
support those mostin need during COVID-19.
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Mr Wong’s perspective of this “team spirit”
has its roots in his university days as a soccer
player, as he had explained, “Soccer gave me
a sense of belonging. I learned how to be
part of a team, how to lose, get better and
how to win again. That’s something that’s
very important in today’s business.” Up to
this day, sports remained an indispensable
part of Mr Wong’s wellness
Insisting on swimming for 1,000 metres
every morning to start his typically hectic
day, and banking on diligence, humility, and
willingness to communicate as attributes to
any success, Mr Wong is an inspiration and a
poignant reminder that the human spirit can
be so much stronger than what we commonly
believe it to be.

regimen.

Chairman, in recognition of his contributions
to the banking industry and his staunch
support to education and development of the
youth, I present Mr Peter Wong Tung-shun
to you for conferment of the Doctor of Laws,
honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by
Ms Antonia YEUNG Yu-hung
Associate Vice-President
(Development and Campus Services)
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