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Dr Rose Lee is a veteran banker and community leader.
She has served the banking industry for four decades.
Focusing on Mainland China’s economic evolution, she
was a pioneer in fostering trade, investment and financial
services activities between the Mainland and Hong
Kong since the early days of the Open Door Policy.
From the early 1980s, she supported the relocation of
manufacturing facilities from Hong Kong to the Pearl
River Delta promoting growth in exports and trade.
She also facilitated financing of key infrastructure
developments on the Mainland including power plants,
highways, ports and aviation. In later years, she actively
supported the development of cross border capital
markets and wealth management services to meet the
growing demands from Hong Kong and Mainland
corporate and retail customers, contributing to the
promotion of Hong Kong as an International Financial
Centre at China’s doorstep.

Prior to her retirement, Dr Lee was Vice-Chairman and
Chief Executive of Hang Seng Bank, Chairman of Hang
Seng Bank (China), Chairman of Hang Seng Insurance
and Chairman of the Hang Seng Index Advisory
Committee. She was also a Group General Manager of
the HSBC Group and a Director of The Hongkong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation.

Dr Lee actively served on various Boards and
Committees of the Hong Kong Institute of Bankers, the
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the Hong
Kong Shipowners Association, the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council and The Community Chest of
Hong Kong.

Dr Lee is currently an Independent Non-Executive
Director of Swire Pacific Limited, CK Hutchison
Holdings Limited and M'TR Corporation Limited, Vice
Patron of The Community Chest of Hong Kong and a
Board Member of the West Kowloon Cultural District
Authority. She i3 also a Fellow of the Hong Kong
Institute of Bankers.

Dr Lee was honoured as one of the:

50 Most Influential in 2014 by Bloomberg Markets;

Asia’s 50 Power Businesswomen in 2015 by Forbes Aswa;
25 Most Powerful Women Asia-Pacific in 2015 by
Fortune; and

50 Most Powerful Women International in 2016 by
Fortune.

Dr Lee was named 2016 Leader of the Year - Commerce
and Industry/Finance Category by Sing Tao News
Corporation.

Dr Lee was made a Justice of the Peace in 2014.

After forty years of a successful banking career with the
HSBC Group, Dr Lee retired as Vice Chairman and
Chief Executive of Hang Seng Bank, Group General
Manager of HSBC and Director of The Hongkong and
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Shanghai Banking Corporation in 2017.

Since her retirement, Dr Lee continued to dedicate her
time to public service and supporting education. She
was Chairman of the Board of Governors of Hang Seng
Management College ( HSMC) from 2013 to 2018. Under
Dr Lee’s visionary leadership, HSMC took significant
strides towards becoming a private university. Dr Lee’s
generous donation has helped to drive the University’s
strategic development and the establishment of the
Rose W. M. Lee Entrance Scholarship in Corporate
Governance and Compliance to promote professional
ethics, discipline and accountability.

We value Dr Lee’s contribution in positioning The Hang
Seng University of Hong Kong (HSUHK) as “the Private
University With a Difference”.

During the drafting of the (2018-2023) Five-Year Strategic
Plan (The Strategic Plan), Dr Lee encouraged HSUHK
to adopt a global perspective in considering the way
forward and the relevance of HSUHK to Hong Kong in
the new era of China’s rapid rising.

The Strategic Plan defined the vision, objectives, relevance
and key focus for HSUHK in response to the challenges
of global power rebalancing, leveraging the unique role
of Hong Kong as the irreplaceable centre of international
finance, trade and logistics for China and the integration
ofthe SAR and Mainland economies. Key initiatives were
adopted to equip HSUHK students with professional
skills, independent thinking and cultural depth to ride
on the unprecedented market opportunities in the new
era of China’s economic evolution, and to ensure that
the graduates of HSUHK will possess a clear sense of
direction and identity to pursue their career and personal
aspirations with confidence, passion and purpose.

The Strategic  Plan, published in February 2018,
complements HSMC’s application for accreditation to
university status with convincing articulation of the key
focus and initiatives to achieve academic excellence,
sound governance and management, financial
sustainability and commitment to the community.
Moreover, the plan also embraces the core value of
“Ethical Entrepreneurship & % 8; B2 BB as laid
down by Hang Seng’s Founders, which distinguishes
HSUHK as “the Private University With a Difference”.

Chairman, in recognition of Dr Rose Lee Wai-mun’s
tremendous achievements, her invaluable contributions
to society, the business sector and specially to The Hang
Seng University of Hong Kong, I am greatly honoured
to present Dr Rose Lee Wai-mun to you for conferment
of the Doctor of Social Science, honoris causa.

(Citation written and delivered by
Professor Gilbert Fong Chee-fun, MH,
Dean, School of Translation

and Foreign Languages.)
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