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Doctor of Social Science honoris causa

Dr David HO Tzu-cho
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“Receive from society, Give back to society” is the motto
tor Dr David Ho Tzu-cho and his family - philanthropy
1s their way of life. Since the early days of Hang Seng
Bank, Dr Ho embraced the people-oriented concept. In
the 1980s, he advocated this concept to the Hang Seng
School of Commerce (HSSC), laying the foundation
of liberal arts education in The Hang Seng University
of Hong Kong (HSUHK) today. Dr Ho is one of the
founding Board Directors of HSSC and has been the
Chairman of the S. H. Ho Foundation - contributing
to both the development of our liberal-arts-oriented
environment and, through generous donations,
HSUHK’s campus development. Over the years, our
students’ learning experience has been greatly enriched.
It is our great honour that HSUHK has been able to be
the close partner with Dr Ho and his family for decades.

Dr David Ho graduated from Pui Ching Middle School
in 1941. In 1942, he studied at Lingnan University
(Guangdong) majoring in Economics. He completed
a B.A. at Yenching University (Bejjing) in 1947 and an
M.A. in Economics at the Catholic University of America
(Washington D.C.) in 1951.

Dr Ho joined Hang Seng Bank in 1957. Bearing his late
father Dr Ho Sin Hang’s vision on work ethics - “be loyal
with integrity, gentle and sincere, hard-working, and
humble”, he contributed to Hang Seng Bank’s becoming
the biggest Chinese-owned bank in Hong Kong in the
1960s and 1970s. In the 1980s, Dr Ho assumed the
chairmanship of Bethlechem Management Limited,
leading the company to become an outstanding member
of the industry.

Dr Ho 1s also the Vice Patron of The Community Chest
of Hong Kong and has made important contribution
to the community. Additionally, in social welfare, Dr
Ho has, through the S. H. Ho Foundation, supported
various NGO groups, e.g. Foster All (Child SHARE)
and PATH (People Assisting The Homeless). In
medical care facilities, he has supported developments
of local and overseas institutions such as the Faculty
of Medicine of The University of Hong Kong and of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, The Chinese
Medicinal Laboratory of Hong Kong Baptist University,
as well as Glendale Memorial Health Foundation and
International Medical Mission. In higher education,
apart from HSUHK, many universities including
Tsinghua University, The University of Hong Kong,
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The Chinese University of Hong Kong and its S H Ho
College, The Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology, The University of Oxford, The University
of Cambridge and Brown University, have also benefited
from Dr Ho’s and his family’s givings.

Chairman, Dr David Ho Tzu-cho is a distinguished
banker and entrepreneur. He has devoted himself to
education, philanthropy and public services for many
decades. It is my privilege to present Dr David Ho
Tzu-cho to you for conferment of the Doctor of Social
Science, honoris causa.

(Citation written and delivered by
Professor Lawrence Leung Chi-kin,
Dean, School of Decision Sciences.)
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