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Dr Alice Lam is a prominent social leader and public
figure, for she is the chief architect in rebuilding Hong
Kong’s higher education with a vision for further
development in the twenty-first century. Many of the
practices that have produced long-lasting effects in
education were initiated under Dr Lam’s leadership when
she served on the two important Government bodies,
the University Grants Committee and the Education
Commission, at the turn of the century.

Dr Lam has an eminent record in public service, in the
banking industry and in education. Her father, a medical
doctor, gave her a good family education endowed with
all the virtues that a modern woman should have and
encouraged her to be self-reliant and have a career of
her own. After her graduation from The University of
Hong Kong in 1963, she began her career as a teacher
at St Stephen’s Girls’ College and worked there for nine
years. Through contact with students and care for them,
she developed a passion to devote herself to a career of
education. She realised her childhood dream of being a
teacher by giving students extra-curricular instructions
on socialising and sex education, which in the 1960s
was a bold experiment in a girls’ school. As she has
emphasised, “Education is about the soul, about attitude,
while abilities and knowledge serve an instrumental
purpose,” which is similar to the Confucian concept
of education attaching importance to self-cultivation.
For her pioneering ideas in modern education, she was
invited to take on leadership roles in The International
Planned Parenthood Federation and the Family Planning
Association of Hong Kong in the 1970s.

Her law qualification, obtained in 1978, has given her
a sense of justice and fairness. Her experience in the
banking industry has allowed her an opportunity to put
into practice her ideas of effectiveness and responsibility
in resources management. She joined Hang Seng Bank
in 1978 and worked her way up the ladder to become a
Director in 1989, and Deputy Chief Executive in 1993,
and then Managing Director of the Bank in 1994-1996.
Her achievements in the banking industry earned her
wide recognition and she was invited to serve on a variety
of committees in the financial as well as the public sectors.

As a successful woman banker in her times with rich
experience in education, Dr Lam was invited to serve
on the councils of several higher education institutions,
including The Chinese University of Hong Kong and
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
Her leadership in education was fully displayed when
she chaired the University Grants Committee in 1999-
2007, the Quality Assurance Council in 2007-2008,
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and the Education Commission in 2007-2009. During
these periods, Dr Lam initiated landmark reforms
which included the Higher Education Review, the 3-3-4
Curriculum Reform and Outcome-Based Teaching
and Learning that laid the blueprint of Hong Kong’s
education in the post-1997 era. For her contributions
to education, Dr Lam was named Justice of the Peace
in 1987, awarded Honorary Doctor of Laws by The
Chinese University of Hong Kong in 1992, the Gold
Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR government in 2003,
Honorary Doctor of Laws by Lingnan University,
Honorary Doctor of Social Sciences by The Open
University of Hong Kong, both in 2011, and Honorary
Fellow by the Beijing Normal University-Hong Kong
Baptist University United International College in 2014.

Her affiliation with The Hang Seng University of
Hong Kong (HSUHK) began in the 1980s when she
was appointed a member of the Board of Directors of
the Hang Seng School of Commerce (HSSC). She has
been instrumental in securing funding support for many
initiatives that laid the foundation for the HSSC to
develop as Hang Seng Management College (HSMC),
and finally to a university. Dr Lam is also one of the
major donors of the burgeoning HSMC, which named
one of the key lecture theatres on campus after her in
grateful recognition of her kind support. Though retired,
she maintains a happy life by catching up on interests
and hobbies forgone in past years, including Chinese
calligraphy, the arts, the study of history and cooking.
Looking forward to the future, she has this to share with
students of HSUHK: “Face challenges with courage;
whatever comes your way, embrace them all.”

Dr Alice Lam has been a model in public service, a leader
in higher education, and a woman model who has turned
adversities in life into power for devotion to the public
good. She is by choice an educator, by interest a lawyer
and by family ties a banker. She has exceled in all three
roles. Her success in leadership comes from the insights
that she has obtained from all these roles.

Chairman, in recognition of the contributions Dr Alice
Piera Lam Lee Kiu-yue has made to Hong Kong society
and to The HSUHK, may I present Dr Alice Piera Lam
Lee Kiu-yue to you for conferment of the Doctor of
Social Science, honoris causa.

(Citation written and delivered by
Professor Tam Kwok-kan,
Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science.)
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