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Dr Michael Suen Ming-Yeung was a well-versed
government official, having served in various
departments in top-ranking roles. Before his
retirement from the government, he was the
Secretary for Education.

Dr Suen received his Bachelor of Science Degree
in Mathematics and Physics from the University of
Hong Kong in 1966. Upon graduation, he began
his lifetime career in civil service by joining the
government as an Administrative Officer.

During the early years of his career, he served in the
former New Territories Administration, Resettlement
Department and Environment Branch. In his 46 years
with the government, he demonstrated his versatility
and ability in problem solving, which brought about
many exemplary achievements and won the respect
from people in all walks of life.

A seasoned civil servant, he made remarkable
contributions in both policy making and
implementation. He held different positions in
various departments including the former Transport
Department, Urban Services Department and
Regional Services Department. He was appointed
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs in 1989 and
Secretary for Home Affairs in 1991.

With his experience and insights in tackling socio-
political issues, he was pivotal in ensuring the
smooth transition during Hong Kong’s handover to
China. Between March and early July in 1997, he
was on temporary secondment to the Office of the
Chief Executive-elect as Secretary for Policy Co-
ordination. Shortly afterwards in August 1997, he
took up the position as Secretary for Constitutional
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Affairs. Later he became the Secretary for Housing,
Planning and Lands in 2002. During his tenure, he
introduced a number of measures to stabilise the
property market.

In 2007, Dr Suen was appointed Secretary for
Education, a role which he retained until his
retirement in 2012. During that time he made
tremendous contributions to the development of
higher education in Hong Kong. In particular, he gave
much support to the College’s predecessor, ie, Hang
Seng School of Commerce, during its transformation
into a four-year degree-granting institution. Dr Suen
holds the view that, in comparison with publicly-
funded universities, self-financed tertiary institutions
could respond to society’s needs more swiftly
and flexibly and could help enhance the diversity
in higher education in Hong Kong. Owing to the
policy objectives of the Education Bureau and the
resultant higher education environment, Hang Seng
Management College (HSMC) has been able to
become an institution that features innovative degree
programmes, top-quality faculty, an award-winning
green campus and a strong international reputation.

In recognition of his contributions to Hong Kong,
Dr Suen was awarded a Gold Bauhinia Star from the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in 1999.

Madam Chairman, in commending his contributions
to the community of Hong Kong and HSMC, and
on behalf of the Hang Seng Management College,
| present to you Dr Michael Suen Ming-Yeung and
request you to confer on him the award of Honorary
Fellowship.
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