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Introduction

Zhang Xiaoyou was born in a Shanghai intellectual family of Ningbo
ancestry in 1935. Years of boyhood with his maternal grandfather lead
to the artist’s early exposure to poetry, literature, history, seal carving
and painting. He is currently HSMC Adjunct Professor.

In 1954 Zhang entered the China Central Academy of Fine Arts and after
one year’s preliminary courses, he chose to focus his five years
academic training on oil painting and supplement it with a side study on
Chinese Painting. He was apprenticed by famous professors Li Keran
and Jiang Zhaohe in addition to the tutelage under Wu Zuoren, Dong
Xiwen, Wang Shikuo, Makchmob.K.M, and Li Hu and etc. The diversity
of his mentors enabled him a thorough knowledge of the western and
Chinese paintings. His talent in illustration and comic strip was widely
acknowledged and got him a commission for an oil painting from China
Revolutionary History Museum.

Zhang'’s career as an art educator started in 1959 when he was offered
a teaching position in the then Central Academy of Craft Arts, which is
now known as the Academy of Arts and Designs of Tsinghua University.
He is professor of the Academy and member of the Appraisal Board for
the China Collectors Association.

Zhang’s dedication to Chinese Gongbi Painting (also known as Chinese
meticulous painting) since the late 1980s was rewarded by interests from
international galleries and collectors on his highly acclaimed works like
A Tribute to the Buddha: inspired by Dunhuang murals.

Zhang Xiaoyou gave a lecture for Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival
and Chinese Civilization which was selected as a topic with theme of
national “Eleventh Five-Year”.

Zhang’s most acclaimed works are South Country in Days of Yore, Night
Glamour of the Fan Pavilion, Night Market Beside Boat and Bridge, Wu
Yuan Palace, Langyuan Summer Palace, Li Bai and His Peer
Intellectuals by Qiupu River, Madam Petal: Inspired by the Cave
Immortals, a Poem by Su Shi, Good Days in Peace, the Eight Immortals’
Journey across the Ocean, Moon over the Spring River, Genghis Khan
on the Battle Field and etc.

Zhang received the annual award for “The Art’s Pride: the Main Stream
Media’s selection of Painters and Calligraphers” in 2007 from over 27
media giants including CCTV Channel 2: <Art Market>, <Collection>,
<Collection World>, <Arts>.

In 2008, he was appointed as chairman of the Academic Board of the
First Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Annual Exhibition.



