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GREEK TRAGEDY (

Villagers, artists and visitors performed a
‘Truman Show’ to safeguard an encroached
village.

Antigone defied Creon the King’s words. She
buried her brother, Polynices, who was believed
as a traitor.

‘T know I would either be stoned to death or
die in jail for burying my brother, but if this
world is not willing to protect him, I shall
protect him and let him rest in peace in my
own way.’

Walking through a dark, freezing path to the
dungeon alone, Antigone could never come
back. People stared at her, listened to her, but
dared not to speak against the King’s decision,
except the roaring wind and rustling leaves.

Darkness fell upon Ping Yeung Tsuen, a village
in rural area Ping Che, Ta Kwu Ling, New
Territories of Hong Kong. This was the place
where audience surrounded Antigone. The
petformers of this well-known Greek Tragedy,
together with villagers of Ping Yeung Tsuen,
have formed a group called “Ta Kwu Ling Ping
Che Alliance for saving our home’. The village
locates in the official blueprint, to which the
government plans resettling for building a new
town in North East New Territories.

SITE-SPECIFIC THEATRE

Farmland, cottages, trees and sandlot --- instead
of a conventional stage, the director and actors
made use of a real village to present a new form
of drama, namely, site-specific theatre.

“The scenes can only play in that specific
place, it cannot happen elsewhere, because the
setting is part of the story.” Director of drama
group Theatre Horizon, Chan Chu Hei, said
they started the rehearsal after observing the
environment.

Another vital consideration is that actors are
playing in the crowd. “The whole play is about
how the crowd views Antigone’s disobedience.
When she looks at the crowd, she does not
only looking at other actors, but also the
audience. Every single audience is involved in
the story.” said Chan.

Site-specific theatre can let artists and audience

Greek Tragedy@5.indd 1
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enjoy closer interaction at any location other
than a conventional theatre. Chan thought that
Hong Kong lags behind western countries in
this regard, thanks to limited public awareness
to this new performance genre and the red
tape imposed by the government. Complicated
application procedures for performance venues,
couples with land use restrictions, are curbing
the development of site-specific theatre in this
so-called international hub.

However, the crowd showed mixed opinion to
Chan’s vision.

‘Performing on the mountain or along seaside
is very common and popular in foreign
countries.” said an audience member of the
show. She is also one of the planners of Hong
Kong People’s Fringe Festival, an annual art
festival in Hong Kong since 2012.

‘My sense of participation was lowered as I
need to move around.” another spectator told.

‘Most of the Hong Kong audience cannot
accept new things as they always bound their
minds,” Chan explained, ‘Departing from
formal theatre is the only way to increase
mutual communication among audience and
petformer.

A DRAMATIC SOCIAL
MOVEMENT

Apart from promoting site-specific theatre,
the drama is more than an art performance.
In the show, Antigone resisted the order from
the King, and insisted on the moral obligation
to take care of her brother’s corpse even in
view of life-threatening. The artists, as well as
the villagers, tried to echo the present plight
of Ping Yeung Tsuen, which is likely to be

resettled under the new town plans.

‘The hubris government disregards our voice,
acts arbitrarily on the new development plan
for North East New Territories. What is the
difference between C. Y. Leung (the Chief
Executive of Hong Kong) and Creon the King?
On the other hand, we seem to be Antigone.
What we are trying to do is to stand against the
authority, to protect our right, our lives.” said a
villager.

‘Villagers here may appear to be aggressive

F HONG KONG

RepPorTERS: LEE JIN MaN, TAM Ka Man, WU Hor Man, YUNG CHING YU

Apvisor: DrR. CHAN Cnr Kit

on television when they protest against the
development plan. However, hatred is not their
intention. They did it because of their love
to the village and the citizens of Hong Kong.
Antigone is the same. She breaks the law and
challenges Creon the King, but the reason
behind is her love for her brother.” the leading

actress elaborated.

Director Chan visited Ping Yeung Tsuen for
the first time the year before last year. It was an
exhibition held in Ping Yeung Public School.
That inspired him.

‘Knowing their situation, knowing their living,
knowing their story, then you will get to know
why they insist on protecting their home.’
After that, Chan decided to plan a play for the
village. He determined to bring their voice to

the public.

‘We fight for love. We love our home, and we
love our next generation. We wish to supply
fresh, local vegetables for them. We wish to
leave collective memory for them.” said Mr.
Choi after the show, who is also the spokesman
of “Ta Kwu Ling Ping Che Alliance for saving

our home’.

In two weeks time, crew members of Antigone
gained the trust of villagers. During the
rehearsal, villagers took care of them as family
members. They lent the private land for the
petformance, built a huge tent for the play, set
the scenes and decorations, provided what the
crew needed, and even made night snacks for
them.

After the first show, villagers served the
audience traditional Hakka dishes. All villagers
wore a Hong Kong people’s fringe festival
T-shirt which the crew gave them. “They
offered us too much and that’s the only thing
we can give in return.’ said Mok Man Yu, the
Resident Choreographer and one of the co-
founders of Theatre Horizon.

THE RED TAPE

The dramatic social movement, however, is far
more than romantic compassion. Apart from
people’s acceptance to the new genre of site-
specific theatre, red tape of funding source
seems to be a necessary evil.

Hong Kong Arts Development Council
(HKADC) is the main public organization
offering fund for local art groups. Theatre
Horizon was lucky enough to be one of the
15 recipients out of many applicants who had
sought assistance in the drama field.

‘Loads of administrative work here.” Mok said.
After getting the public money, they have to
submit regular reports to the project grant
consultants from HKADC. Besides, they must
strictly follow the funding purpose audited in
the proposal. The art group has to fund all ad
hoc and contingent activities themselves, such
as pop-up programmes and all labour cost
which are not listed in the original plan.

Mok also told that the grant was given on
a l-year basis. Most of it covered the rental
cost of their working studio. Artists and crew
members relied on box office and revenue from
acting courses for their salaries.

After all, there is something beyond monetary
calculation.

“The show is not about acts, skills, technologies
nor scripts, but people.” Mok said.

Similar to the Greek Tragedy of Antigone,
the art group and villagers are hanging on for
this dramatic social movement, in spite of
unknown results.
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