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EXTRAORDINARY IN ORDINARY MAN

MING GOR

Reporters: Chan Ka Man, Cheung Angela An Chang, Chung Yuen Ting, Lee Him Ka

he second Policy Address given

by Chief Executive Leung Chun

Ying is dubbed as Robin Hood
for the poor. Before the scandal-ridden
leader putting his words into action,
a man has been giving out his best for
the needy silently for years.

‘Look out! Look out for oncoming vehicles!’
A man yelled with eagle eyes, right hand
pushing the trolley car loaded with large
polyethylene boxes, left hand pressing on top
over them while crossing the Apliu Street
speedily.

His helpers elbowed on the pavement, while
lifting some others paper boxes and plastic
bags.

Around 60 people had already been queuing
for them. It was 07:05pm. The last sunbeam
was gone. Yet, the glow from street light lit
up the men in row.

‘Ming Gor!” the first one of the queue hailed.

Chan Cheuk Ming, also known as ‘Ming
Gor’, is the owner of Pei Ho Barbecue
Restaurant in the poorest district in Hong
Kong --- Sham Shui Po. His kind-heartedness
and deeds for caring and giving free meals
to homeless spread his name. He started
working at the restaurant in 1983. In 1997,
his boss retired and decided to give up the
business. ‘I don’t want other staff losing their
jobs, so I decided to take it over.” said Ming
Gor, casually and freely.

Giving the homeless free meals every Satur-
day night alongside selling low-priced meals
no wonder would affect the business profit.
Ming Gor, in his 60s, is not easy to have a
balance of payment. But Ming Gor has no re-
gret. In order to reduce the operating cost, he
works for more than twelve hours every day
and plays multiple roles --- not only being a
boss but also a chef. He also does the simple
maintenance works himself.

‘There is no time for rest,” said Ming Gor.
Yet, ‘helping them (the homeless) makes me
feel happier than travelling around Europe
or even the whole world,” his sparkling eyes
brought a satisfactory smile on his face.

‘Jacky, how’s today? Is the meal favor
your taste?’ greeted with a smile, Ming Gor
wrapped his arm on his homeless friend’s
shoulder, and sat on Jacky’s bed. To Ming
Gor, people like Jacky are not beneficiary,
but friends. And he is blind to ideology and
culture when making friends.

‘Will Christians help Buddhists?” Ming Gor
asked shrewdly. ‘If I remain politically and
religiously neutral, I can mediate and bridge
among different groups: Christians, Bud-

LIFE_Ming Gor@3.indd 1

dhists, or Taoists, and even the leaders of
government or those of anti-government, so
that more resources and a greater power can
be gathered,’ he explained.

Education Next Generation
Besides helping the homeless, Ming Gor
now has a new mission: educating the next
generation. More teenagers are signing up to
be volunteers. ‘There are even some parents
bringing along with their kindergarten kids
to help us,” Ming Gor narrated with beam of
delight. Ming Gor’s daughter had also come
under the influence of her father. She always
follows him to give free meals to the needy.
‘There is no better way but for the people to
help others on their own and let them experi-
ence and feel it directly,” Ming Gor said. He
wants people to help others.

‘Thank you! Thank you, Ming Gor!’ said Mr.
Chan, receiving a free hot meal from Ming
Gor. ‘I can’t afford to buy regular meals on
my own. Ming Gor helps me a lot. If I have
the ability in the future, I wish to help others,
just like what Ming Gor’s doing now.’ said
Mr. Chan.

‘One day if I can, I will definitely help the
needy as Ming Gor did for me,’ said Jackie,
one of the Vietnam homeless refugees suffer-
ing from alcohol abuse and cirrhosis.

Nonetheless, the distribution of hot meals
was not at all smooth and easy. During a
Mid-Autumn Festival, 700 timely and warm
moon cakes besides the meals were prepared.
Dishearteningly, pushing and shoving arouse
among the elderly and younger street sleep-
ers; ended up one elderly got head injured
and was sent to the hospital. ‘The doctor
warned me not to continue the distribution
unless there are enough helpers to maintain
the order.” said Ming Gor.

The distribution was then suspended for a
couple of months.

As time goes by, media report increases,
followed by public attention. There are more
and more volunteers from different organiza-
tions and school signing up, the distribution
process now runs smooth and mature. As
observed, each volunteer first picked up a set
of meal, including a meal box, a bottle of wa-
ter, a fruit (apple or pitaya) and a shower gel.
Helpers gave the things to the street sleepers
one by one, under the guidance of Ming Gor.

‘Please, fetch one set here,” Ming Gor gestur-
ing at one of the volunteers. At times, Ming
Gor would say, ‘please get a pitaya instead of
apple, he can’t chew’. He keeps

every single street sleeper in[

heart.

‘I just want to help more people

Advisor: Dr. CHAN Chi Kit

in need, and let the public be aware of how
the poor and lowly live, that, one day, more
members of public will care about them.’

Meanwhile, Ming Gor shielded for the Hong
Kong Baptist University students who were
previously condemned severely by the public.
The students asked Ming Gor for party food,
which could had been given to the needy. He
said he sponsored the students to inspire them
to join his service.

When asked about the critics from the two
government departments which accused him
of ‘deteriorating hygiene’, ‘it is just a misun-
derstanding,” Ming Gor replied gently with a
hint of smile, ‘the Social Welfare Department
has already sent an officer to ‘communicate’
with me. They won’t apologize, but it is ac-
ceptably understandable.’

‘I just want to make sure the homeless can
have the two basic meals per day,” furthering
his answered, with a pair of soulful eyes. ‘I
hope every single one can get the meal they
need.” He added, ‘more and more people
nowadays recognize and being alerted of the
deed we are working out. I don’t want to dis-
appoint them.’

Ming Gor’s philanthropy has been running
for almost 2 years. Not surprising-
ly, Ming gor has encountered
numerous difficulties. He is
striving to solve each of them
one by one.

Blind to Boundaries

‘The support from the com-
munity is a great driving force
for me.” said Ming Gor. More
organizations and people are
sponsoring meal vouchers from
Ming Gor for homeless people.
Volunteers from 10 differ-
ent countries help to "
distribut food to the A%
elderly and homeless &%

when they heard ’
of the story. =
‘T hope more .
teenagers can
help to dis-
tribute the
food to-
geth-
er,
s o
they
can be

alerted of the real situation of the needy, mo-
tivating them to help the poor in the future.’
said Ming Gor.

‘I hope all of us can unite together, regard-
less of parties, religion, or even countries.
We should hold hand in hand to resolve the
problem. Once resources can be channeled
effectively to the needy, it would be perfect.’

Regarding Ming Gor’s view on the govern-
ment, he comments, ‘our government is not
thoughtful nor doing enough. Let say moving
the street dwellers into public housing. They
have to prior pay the flat’s deposit and rent
for the first two months. How can the Hong
Kong’s most destitute people afford $3000 at
one time?” he questioned fervently.

‘Being aware of their plight, we provide them
with furniture, electrical appliances like fans,
hair-blower or even a washing machine.’

‘Go down to the earth’

‘Our authorities really need to go down to
the earth (the streets) to figure out what our

people need,’ he critizied, ‘Nonetheless,

we should not confront to our government;
otherwise, our HKSAR would have no time
settling and doing their deed.” He added.

Recently, given increasing sponsor-
ship and donation, Ming Gor is

able to distribute hot meals for
people further away.

‘In the forthcoming days, if
there is enough resource, I wish
to extend the distributing zone
to Western Harbour Crossing.
There are no more than 200
street sleepers’, Ming Gor

.
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