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A CITY OF ADVENTURE

—Hong Kong in the eyes of exchange students

Reporter: Chin Hoi Tung Jocelyn

License for free television, universal suffrage, protest against national education, urbanization at the expense of conservancy,
shortage of affordable housing and education ---- We now witness a seething community. Despite enduring controversies, two
young outsiders explore the silver lining of beauty and vibrancy from this grievance stricken city.

William Peng, 22, is a year-four
Management major student from Shanghai.
He obsessed with Hong Kong culture,
in particular its movies, music and the
Cantonese. While people of the town talk
about migration due to shrinking hope,
William picked up Hong Kong for his study
journey without hesitation. He said “my
dream is working in the economic-oriented
field.”

Besides William, Jenna Min Jihye, 23,
a year-three Business and Administration
major student from Korea, also eyes on
Hong Kong's hybridized lifestyle. As
an enthusiast looking for international
friendship, exotic cuisine and new
experience of all sorts, Jenna found Hong
Kong is a place of excitement at her first
stance. Jenna said ““ I am so interested in the
mixed eastern and western culture of Hong
Kong therefore I regarded it so distinct from
China.”

Cultural exchange means a step forward
to a community of strangers. To William
and Jenna, that becomes an opportunity for
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eJenna was asto‘nished at\ the outdoor
swimming pool in Hong Kong.

practicing communication skills. Besides
knowledge, what William and Jenna would
like to acquire most in Hong Kong is to
improve their Cantonese. William truly said
“I was worried about the matter of project
grouping at first hand because I knew no
one here! But I finally overcame such
barrier- thanks to all supportive and helpful
tutors and students.” Jenna also encountered
with the locals who did not understand any

words from her, but she engaged with them
creatively. She explained “Places I used to
visit do not speak English, so I need to use
body language to ask for the way.”

William said this with smile “spending
the night of Mid-Autumn Festival in
Cheung Chau was my happiest moment in
Hong Kong!” He kept saying “It was also
a memorable time when my new friends
brought me to go cycling along Shing Mun
River.” And for Jenna, the night scenery at
the Victoria Peak attracted her eyeballs. She
found it the most ‘spectacular’ view in the
world.

Both exchange students encourage Hong
Kong students to step out of their comfort
zones and explore the world. “We may
not have any chance and time to do it after
our graduations.”, said Jenna. William
added that cultural exchange is a rewarding
process, “No matter which place you are
going to, you earn precious experience,
develop new language skills and have
a better understanding of that particular
culture in that place.”

eWilliam is fond of the modern
architecture of the school buildings.
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